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ions, for the most part he contents himself with indicating the direction 
that criticism has taken or should take. 

Part II is a criticism of Comte's sociology. Following the order of ex- 
position in Part I, the author proceeds to elaborate a searching criticism of 
Comte's method and principles. The exact correspondence of the second 
part to the first by similar divisions and subdivisions will probably be some- 
what distasteful to most readers, suggesting the precision of mechanical 
adjustment ; yet this arrangement carries with it the advantage of ease 
and accuracy of reference. The author has purposely ignored the histor- 
ical development of sociological doctrine, so far as any explicit tracing of 
such development is concerned. His work is strictly dogmatic and critical. 

M. Defourny's conclusions may be summed up as follows: Comte 
cannot be accredited with much originality either in matter or method. 
He owes much to Aristotle, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, Burke, La Men- 
nais, Turgot, and others. He is somewhat in debt even to the Catholic 
theologians. It is his chief merit that he gathered up the disordered and 
incoherent ideas of his time and worked them over into a system of socio- 
logical doctrine. His work can scarcely be termed scientific, however, 
since his laws are rarely true to facts. In his employment of the method 
of observation, Comte belongs to the nineteenth century ; in the deductive 
rigor of his system, he is of the eighteenth. More exactly, he is a transi- 
tional thinker, partaking of the characteristics of both periods. 

Vida F. Moose. 

Joh. Fr. Herb art : Sein Leben und seine Philosophic. Von Walter 

Kinkel. J. Ricker, Giessen, 1903. — pp. 204. 

In this work the first fifty pages are devoted to a sketch of Herbart's 
life, while the remainder consists of an outline and criticism of his meta- 
physics, psychology, practical philosophy, sesthetics, philosophy of religion, 
and pedagogy. The method followed throughout is to present first a com- 
plete outline of the subject under discussion, and then to add some brief but 
suggestive comments by way of criticism. While it would seem that the 
exposition would have been improved if Herbart's connection with Kant 
had been kept in view more constantly, the author is nevertheless to be 
commended for the ability which in the main characterizes his handling of 
the subject. The book, while containing nothing very novel, presents the 
main features of Herbart's thought in a clear and skilful manner, and in 
the critical passages the author shows especially how the rationalistic 
leaven is present throughout the Herbartian system. Certain shortcom- 
ings, however, must also be admitted. To cover, as the author attempts 
to do, so great a variety of subjects within the small compass of two hun- 
dred pages, obviously requires considerable condensation, and this in some 
places impairs more or less the value of the work. This is especially true 
of the section on Herbart's pedagogy, which is dismissed with a summary 
statement the brevity of which is out of all proportion to its relative value. 
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The author himself is aware of this defect, and explains it by stating in the 
preface that the book was originally intended for Frohmann's series of the 
" Klassiker der Philosophic" In the present form of the book, the expo- 
sition of Herbart's pedagogy appears as a sort of adjunct, too condensed 
and general in statement to be very helpful or satisfying. In general, 
however, the work affords an excellent survey of the various phases of Her- 
bart's thought and is well worth a careful reading. 

B. H. Bode. 
University of Wisconsin. 
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